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Malachi Series 

 

Malachi 3:13–18 (CSB)  

THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED  

13 “Your words against me are harsh,” says the LORD.  

Yet you ask, “What have we spoken against you?”  
14 You have said, “It is useless to serve God. What have we gained by 

keeping his requirements and walking mournfully before the LORD of Armies? 
15 So now we consider the arrogant to be fortunate. Not only do those who 
commit wickedness prosper, they even test God and escape.”  

16 At that time those who feared the LORD spoke to one another. The LORD 
took notice and listened. So a book of remembrance was written before him 
for those who feared the LORD and had high regard for his name. 17 “They will 
be mine,” says the LORD of Armies, “my own possession on the day I am 
preparing. I will have compassion on them as a man has compassion on his 
son who serves him. 18 So you will again see the difference between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does 
not serve him.  
 

1. That was a waste 
A. Have you heard this story before? 

1. A family starts attending church, really for the first time.  

a. They are good people, with good jobs, and the kids are mostly 
ok.  

b. Now that they are established, they recognized they really 
need to go to church and raise their kids in a Christian home.  



c. They have started attending church, reading the Bible, 
changed their music to mostly Christian, and have begun tithing, 
among other things.  

d. At first it was great.  

2. Then it got hard. REALLY hard. REALLY FAST. 

a. It feels like all the powers of hell have opened against you.  

b. Everything is broke down.  

1. All of the kids have lost their minds.  

2. The preacher sounds much more boring than he did a few 
weeks ago.  

3. You entered a realm of spiritual warfare that you didn’t even 
know existed. 

c. What’s worse: your non-believing friends have it so much better 
than you. When you look at your non-believing friends it seems their 
car is newer, their spouse is nicer. Their kids appear to be excelling at 
everything, and you begin to ask: Is it even worth it? 

Put another way, you ask, “What have we gained by being a follower of 
God? 

B. This is similar to where we find the Israelites here at the end of Malachi. 

1. The people of God feel like they’ve done everything they were 
supposed to. 

a. “We kept the requirements”.  

b. They are adamant that they were doing everything God 
required of them and, therefore, God was not keeping His end of 
the promise. 

c. I’m faithful, they think, and God isn’t. 

2. They are walking around mournfully, or we might say religiously, 
with their heads bowed and their faces cast down.  

a. They looked penitent and sorrowful.  



b. They are making their lives miserable and have the 
appearance of sincere, devout people. 

c. In other words, they felt like they were doing everything God 
expected from them. 

d. And what did it get us? 

1. Their parents and some of them had experienced exile.  

2. The crops were failing.  

3. Threats of external violence.  

4. And to top it off, God is mad at us? 

3. Can you hear the people accusing God?  

a. We are over here living righteously while the prideful and arrogant 
are being blessed.  

b. God this isn’t fair…. 

2. God is ok with Questions. 
A. God isn’t afraid of your questions or your emotions. 

1. David wrote a lot of these kinds of questions and expressed these 
emotions in the Psalms.  

2. Job did it too, asking God to judge Him and do it now.  

3. Moses was constantly expressing His frustrations to God, even 
asking God why He had even called him to lead. 

4. I want to reassure you today that God can handle your questions 
and your emotions.  

B. The Israelites are taking it a step further.  

1. The Israelites are rebelling against God by claiming that the 
prideful, arrogant, and wicked are more BLESSED than they are. 

2. They wish they could be like them! 



3. To worship their gods. 

4. To be blessed by their religion. 

5. The people of God declare that their neighbors are living their best 
life while I’m stuck keeping sabbath, offering sacrifices that go 
nowhere, giving the first and the tithe, and all the other stupid stuff 
God wants from me.  

6. The people of God feel like God has failed them, and they would be 
better off without Him. 

For the Israelites, this is the truth according to their perspective. 

3. My Perception is My Reality  
A. If I take my glasses off, the world is blurry, and there is NO way you can 
convince me that isn’t true.   

1. Because my eyes are broken, they do not have the ability to see the 
world clearly without some sort of correction. 

2. The spiritual reality is that our way of seeing God and the world is 
broken and in need of correction.  

3. Israel was going to discover that God has a very different 
interpretation of their lives. 

B. The way we view the world makes all the difference. 

1. Apart from a relationship with Jesus, we cannot see the world 
truthfully. 

2. Without God’s perspective, we will never see the world rightly. 

3. Without the light that comes only from Jesus and the Spirit, our 
reality, what we see, will never be a true and accurate representation 
of what really is. 

Notice the two groups of people described in our passage.  



3. Two Groups of People 
A. There are those who misunderstand God. 

1. It would be easy to call these people all sorts of different names. 

a. Complainers, doubters, pessimists, and the OT calls them 
fools. 

b. There are always those in a group.  

2. There will always be people who say almost blasphemous things and 
do so on purpose to provoke a god they don’t believe in. 

3. Likely, many in Israel fell under this category. 

B. There are also those who are genuinely questioning. 

1. They may call themselves skeptics.  

a. They may call themselves agnostic or atheist. But many are 
just people. 

b. Hurting people. 

c. People who have experienced tragedy and felt pain. 

d. They know what exile feels like.  

1. They know what it means to have their futures 
seemingly ripped away by tragedy.  

2. The kids who were in Jerusalem and went to exile have 
now returned as old men and women. They wonder why 
they have paid the price for their parent’s decisions! 

2. Some of us in the room are like that, and we all have friends like 
that.  

C. Maybe you weren’t born “questioning” and accusing God.  

1. But life has not been fair.  

2. Life has not been easy. 

3. Life has not been favorable.  



4. If asked about your story, you might say that you haven’t been the 
same since your (fill in the blank________ spouse left you, your kid 
got sick, or you lost your job.  

D. This is one of the reasons why adults, statistically, have a hard time 
coming to Jesus.  

1. Because life piles up the losses, and it becomes hard to see where 
God was in any of it.  

2. We’ve lived so long with blurry vision, we’ve adapted to the way we 
see the world.  

3. You might be able to relate to the cry of the people here in Malachi: 
What have I gained by going to church, giving my tithe, and listening 
to sermons? 

4. Those who fear the Lord… 
A. Verse 16 introduces us to another group of people.  

1. “At that time those who feared the Lord spoke with one another….” 

2. This group is different. 

a. They’ve experienced the same things as the others. 

b. They’ve had the same failed crops. 

c. They’ve witnessed the same sinful priests, watched their 
neighbors leave their wives, and had the same opportunity to 
compare their situation with their neighbors.  

3. This group “fears the Lord”.  

B. What does it mean to “fear the Lord?”  

1. I’ve always been taught, simply, that to fear the Lord means to 
respect and be in awe.  

2. It’s not an emotion where I’m afraid of something, but rather a holy 
respect.  



3. John Bevere helped me understand a different facet of the Fear of 
the LORD. 

The fear of the Lord isn't to be afraid of God—it's to be afraid to be 
away from Him. It serves as a protection for those who want to guard 
their intimacy with Him. A person who fears God is one who will OBEY 
even in rough times when there is no tangible presence of God to 
encourage.  

C. If we use Bevere’s definition, notice what is happening. 

1. One group of people are saying they’ve tried the God thing and it 
didn’t get them anywhere. 

2. What have we gained by being in a relationship with God? 

3. But the other group is afraid that if this kind of talk and actions 
keep up, then they will experience exile again. 

4. They don’t want to be separated from God, so they spoke to one 
another.  

D. What did the righteous do? 

1. They encouraged each other. 

2. They warned each other. 

3. They admonished each other. 

4. They didn’t gossip; they testified of God’s goodness. 

5. They didn’t grumble; they praised. 

6. They didn’t argue, they worshipped. 

C. God used this faithful remnant to anchor Israel until the messenger of 
God would arrive.  

1. They were to stay faithful until God’s perfect timing. 

2. People who fear God remember that He is in control. 

3. People who fear God will lean into God’s faithfulness and goodness 
when times are hard, not pull away. 



4. People who fear God trust even when they cannot see what lies 
ahead. 

5. A Book of Remembrance 
A. This type of behavior was rare; notice what God does. 

Mal. 3:16 

1. The Lord took notice and listened! 

2. What kind of God does this? 

a. Certainly not a God who is unfair!  

b. Certainly not a God who is unfaithful. 

B. Here is the God of Israel, the God of the Universe, taking notice of what 
these people are doing. 

1. It’s almost as if God, sitting on the throne, leans into the 
conversations they are having. 

2. He’s against the others, but his posture softens for those who are 
living righteously.  

3. And not only does He notice what his people are saying, He 
remembers and writes it in a book that is before him… 

C. I have all kinds of notebooks that I never look at.  

1. I will sometimes go through my notebooks on my iPad and my desk 
and read things I wrote years ago but have done nothing with. 

2. But this is not that kind of book.  

3. This is a Book that God keeps before him in His presence.  

a. A book that is at hand, within reach.  

b. The Book of all Books. 

c. The word “remembers” speaks to more than taking notes.  



4. He’s entering the actions of these people into the official records of 
heaven.  

D. Why were the people’s names recorded in the book? 

1. They “feared the Lord” and “esteemed his name” ESV.  

a. NLT says, “meditate on His name.” 

b. God was upon their mind. 

c. Instead of comparing themselves to what their neighbors had, 
they meditated upon their God.  

2. God notices us! 

E. God especially notices our conversations.  

Matthew 12:36–37 (CSB)  

36 I tell you that on the day of judgment people will have to account for 
every careless word they speak. 37 For by your words you will be 
acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”  

Ephesians 4:29 (CSB)  

29 No foul language should come from your mouth, but only what is 
good for building up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those 
who hear.  
 

2 Timothy 2:16 (CSB)  

16 Avoid irreverent and empty speech, since those who engage in it will 
produce even more godlessness,  

 

1. How we talk to each other about God affects our relationship with 
God.  

2. How we talk about each other affects our relationship with God. 

3. Do we fear God with our speech? 



a. Does our speech indicate a reverence for God and desire to 
draw close to Him? 

b. Does our speech push people and God away? 

6. When we Fear God, God claims us. 
A. There are two possessive statements.  

1. They will be mine,  

2. my own possession.  

3. The Fear of the Lord is the key. 

a. We are saved by grace through faith. 

b. The Fear of the Lord is part of that. 

c. We will not worship a God we don’t respect. 

B. When we Fear God, we receive compassion 

1. Like a son who serves a father. 

2. This is a great picture of our relationship with God. 

a. A Father who loves his son, but expects respect, honor, and 
service. 

b. A son who loves his father, respects and honors him, serves 
him, and receives compassion, protection, and love.  

C. When we fear God, we will be spared the judgment reserved for the 
wicked. 

1. This sounds a lot like Romans 

2. Those who sow to the flesh reap the flesh. 

3. Those who sow to the spirit reap the Spirit.  

Apply: The Fear of the Lord in the Life of the Believer. 
How does Malachi 3 and the Fear of the Lord change how I see the world? 



Remember, our natural vision is completely distorted. 

Without the work of the Holy Spirit and apart from Christ, we are not 
capable of seeing the world clearly and accurately.  

What does this passage reveal that we wouldn’t see otherwise? 

#1. This passage shows me my identity. 

A. Who am I? 

1. Most of us never stop asking this question.  

2. Before we are born, our parents gave us a name. 

3. Then we are known as our parents’ baby. 

4. Then we learn to spell our name, this assigned identity. 

5. All through adolescence, we are discovering who we are. 

6. Then, once we think we have that figured out, we go to college, get 
married, and have children all of which touches upon our identity. 

B. In our process of discovery, we have to anchor our identity somewhere. 

1. No matter what changes, no matter the stage of life, for those who 
love Jesus and follow Him, one thing never changes:  

We belong to the Lord.  

We are possessed by Him. 

Everything else can shift. Other titles are added and removed. 

Butt this one thing remains: I am His and He is mine. 

2. When we are anchored in Jesus and find our identity with Him: 

Exile can’t touch this.  

What happens to our neighbors can’t change this.  

No blight or plague, no threats from hell can separate us from 
the love and compassion of Jesus.  

When we know our identity, we know our value. 



#2. This passage reminds me of my value. 

A. How valuable are you? 

1. Valuable enough for the King of the Universe to CLAIM YOU! 

a. So valuable that God writes you down in His book and claims, 
“That one is mine!” 

b. It’s like a parent watching their child hit a homerun or shoot a 
game winning shot. 

c. Parents can’t help but jump up and say, “that’s my kid!” 

 2. In Malachi, God hears the conversations of the faithful and say, 
“Those are mine!!!” 

B. Have the problems and struggles of life caused you to lose sight of your 
value? 

1. Does your vision view your life through a lens other than Jesus? 

2. You gauge your life by what you can or cannot do, what you earn or 
don’t have, by metrics and rhythms that are fallen and broken? 

3. Child of God, You are not some unwanted toy at a yard sale. 

4. Because of Jesus, You are prized and cherished.  

C. Teenager, please hear me:  

Your value is not found in your looks, your job, where you go to 
college, or anything else.  

Your value can NEVER be improved upon because God has CLAIMED 
you for Himself. 

D. Momma, please hear me: your worth is not tied to your kids.  

1. Your worth is not dictated or determined by your husband. 

2. Even when all around feels like chaos, when you fear the Lord and 
reverence Him, even in what feels like an exile season, God takes 
notice and claims you for Himself. 

E Man of God, please hear me:  



1. You are more than your job.  

2. You are more than the money in the bank.  

3. You are more than your hobby.  

4. God said that he will have compassion like a man who has 
compassion on his son who serves him.  

5. The most important work you do is what you do to the Lord.  

F. Maybe, in this season, you need me to hear say this. 

1. God loves you. 

2. And God claims you. 

3. God sees you and He is taking notice.  

#3. This passage shows me why I am here.  

A. The simple answer is I am on this Earth To fear the Lord. 

1. We have the wonderful privilege of giving God glory wherever He 
places you. 

2. We could be like those who question, doubt, and blasphemy. 

3. Or we can be like those who spoke to one another, who 
encouraged, who worshipped, who prayed, and who recognized God’s 
faithfulness when all the world is accusing God of being unfaithful. 

B. Of all the things you can’t control in the world, you can do this one thing. 

1. You can fear the Lord, draw close to Him, and reverence His name 
in public and private. 

2. Wherever I may find myself, I can choose to be someone who is 
marked by a desire for God. 

3. What does God say of you? 

a. When you talk, are you marked by the fear of the Lord? 

b. Do you encourage others to draw near to God and to remain 
faithful? 



#4. This passage shows I can make a difference. 

Let me read this passage again with verse 1 of 4 attached. 

Malachi 3:18–4:1 (CSB)  

18 So you will again see the difference between the righteous and the wicked, 
between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.  

“For look, the day is coming, burning like a furnace, when all the arrogant 
and everyone who commits wickedness will become stubble. The coming day 
will consume them,” says the LORD of Armies, “not leaving them root or 
branches.  

A. The wicked, those who reject God and live their lives in that rejection, will 
be cast aside. 

1. This is the reality of God’s judgment. 

2. Sin has to be judged and atoned for. 

3. If it isn’t through Jesus, then the wicked pay the price for 
themselves. 

B. God said there will be a day when you “again will see the difference 
between the righteous and the wicked.” 

1. There will be a day when it is clear who serves God and who 
doesn’t. 

2. We can help others to become part of the righteous. 

C. When we live out our lives as an example of fearing the Lord, some will 
want what we have. 

1. When we share the love, compassion, identity, and value that we 
have received from Jesus, some will want what you are having. 

2. When we speak and share about how God has been faithful, some 
will agree and be saved.  

Prayer: 
1. Lord, help me see your faithfulness in the midst of the struggle. 



2. Lord, help my words and the attitude of my heart be faithful and 
favorable. 

3. Lord, help me find my purpose and value in you and not anything or 
anyone else. 

 

 

 

 

 


