Moments of Brilliance and Abject Failure
12.28.25

2 Samuel 11:1-16 and 26-27 (CSB)

11 In the spring when kings march out to war, David sent Joab with his
officers and all Israel. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah,
but David remained in Jerusalem.

2 One evening David got up from his bed and strolled around on the roof of
the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing—a very beautiful woman.
3 So David sent someone to inquire about her, and he said, “Isn’t this
Bathsheba, daughter of Eliam and wife of Uriah the Hethite?” (David, we
know who this is! We know her father and her husband!)

4 David sent messengers to get her, and when she came to him, he slept
with her. Now she had just been purifying herself from her uncleanness.
Afterward, she returned home. 5> The woman conceived and sent word to
inform David, “I am pregnhant.”

6 David sent orders to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hethite.” So Joab sent Uriah
to David. 7? When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the troops
were doing and how the war was going. 8 Then he said to Uriah, “"Go down to
your house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the
king followed him. ° But Uriah slept at the door of the palace with all his
master’s servants; he did not go down to his house.

10 When it was reported to David, “Uriah didn’t go home,” David questioned
Uriah, "Haven't you just come from a journey? Why didn’t you go home?”

11 Uriah answered David, “The ark, Israel, and Judah are dwelling in tents,
and my master Joab and his soldiers are camping in the open field. How can
I enter my house to eat and drink and sleep with my wife? As surely as you
live and by your life, I will not do this!”

12%Stay here today also,” David said to Uriah, “and tomorrow I will send you
back.” So Uriah stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 Then David
invited Uriah to eat and drink with him, and David got him drunk. He went



out in the evening to lie down on his cot with his master’s servants, but he
did not go home.

14 The next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 151In
the letter he wrote:

Put Uriah at the front of the fiercest fighting, then withdraw from him so that
he is struck down and dies.

16 When Joab was besieging the city, he put Uriah in the place where he
knew the best enemy soldiers were. 17 Then the men of the city came out
and attacked Joab, and some of the men from David’s soldiers fell in battle;
Uriah the Hethite also died.

26 \When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband, Uriah, had died, she mourned
for him. 27 When the time of mourning ended, David had her brought to his
house. She became his wife and bore him a son. However, the Lord
considered what David had done to be evil.

Christmas of 2022, I was preaching through the women of Jesus’ Genealogy.

In Matthew, we encounter some women who shouldn’t be there, like Tamar
and Ruth.

I was set to preach today’s message back in January 2023, but that morning
I was called away to address a situation at another church. A pastor had
confessed to sin, and it was my responsibility to address the pastor, dismiss
him, and tell the congregation what would happen next. Not a fun situation
to be in. I'm happy to say that the former pastor went through our
restoration process and is healthy spiritually and relationally.

Suffice to say, I have kept this message in the background until a couple of
weeks ago, it was brought to my attention.

This message will convict all of us. Not because of the sexual sin but
because we are all guilty of not being as diligent as we should.



What does this passage tell us about sin, God’s grace, discipline, and
judgment.

I'm also reminded that God uses people that we would discard.

This story is probably familiar to many of us in the room, so let’s jump into
it.

1. King David is to blame.
A. The storyline is like this:

1. David doesn’t go off with the army, as he has always done.

2. One evening, David wakes up and sees Bathsheba bathing on
her rooftop.

a. First, I want to know why David is napping in the
evening?

1. Is he bored?
2. Has he been drinking?
3. Why is the king of Israel napping?

4. David is also “strolling” on the rooftop, and the
Hebrew conveys a sense of aimlessness and getting
nowhere.

b. Second, it’s David’s fault because the palace would have
been higher than the surrounding rooflines.

1. The rooftop of Bathsheba and Uriah’s house
would have been lower than King David’s but may be
higher than others.

2. She had a reasonable expectation of privacy.

3. Third, David is to blame because he has a chance to stop what
happens.



a. He asks, “who is that?”

b. A bit of investigation tells him that she was married to
one of his best soldiers.

c. Uriah was a member of a small, elite group of his army.
B. At this moment, David makes a fatal decision.
1. When did David’s sin happen?

a. Perhaps seeing Bathsheba naked was a mistake, an
accident.

b. But there is nothing accidental about what happens
next.

c. He sends for her and sleeps with her.

2. But the sin of David happened BEFORE he brought her into his
bed.

a. Jesus teaches that to look at a woman lustfully is to
commit adultery or fornication. Matthew 5

b. The writer of Samuel uses a Hebrew idiom, “the Hebrew
‘to look at’.

c. David doesn’t just see her, he fixates on her.
d. The glance becomes the gaze.”!
3. By now, David is in a trap that he built for himself.
C. The trap David created for himself had 3 characteristics.
1. First, it was the trap of power without consequence.

a. David is absolutely unconcerned about any
consequences.

1 Baldwin, Joyce G. 1988. 1 and 2 Samuel: An Introduction and Commentary. Vol. 8.
Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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b. He's the king and nobody can touch him.

c. We often open ourselves up for sin because we don't
actually believe that God will hold us accountable!

2. Second part of the trap, David permitted a glance to become
a gaze, which produced lust.

a. He didn’t take captive his thoughts.
b. He didn’t want to walk in righteousness and freedom.
c. He wanted to sleep with this woman.

d. Lust is the desire without the opportunity: David was
king and therefore nothing was withheld from him.

3. The third part of the trap, David’s lust did not lead to love.
a. Yes, I know that David marries Bathsheba.

b. But in this narrative, David is never concerned for
Bathsheba.

1. Instead, she is only a woman and an
inconvenience to him.

2 Samuel 11:4-5 (CSB)

4David sent messengers to get her, and when she came to
him, he slept with her. Now she had just been purifying
herself from her uncleanness. Afterward, she returned
home. *The woman conceived and sent word to inform
David, “I am pregnant.”

4. The writer of 2 Samuel contrasts her purity with David’s lust.

a. She is not already pregnant and she’s being faithful
about cleansing from that time of the month.

b. David is NOT clean and pure.
c. He also has no love for her in this moment.

d. Lust robs us of our capacity for love.



a. That's the biggest danger of pornography.
b. It robs us of our capacity for genuine love.

5. David finds himself in a dangerous trap and he has no one
else to blame.

2. Uriah is innocent in this ordeal.

A. Uriah, the husband who is off fighting in what is modern-day
Jordan, is summoned by the king.

1. David is hoping to cover his tracks.

2. Therefore, David’s invitation to Uriah is to come home, get
drunk, and sleep with his wife.

a. The phrase “go to your house and wash your feet” is a
euphemism.

b. Uriah knew what David was saying.

3. But this Hittite, a non-Jew, is shown as more righteous than
David.

a. Again, take notice.
b. Uriah, a foreign is righteous.
c. Bathsheba, a woman, is righteous.
d. But the King of Israel is far from it.
B. Thus, David orders Uriah’s murder.
1. It looks like an accident.
2. But David kills the husband of Bathsheba and covers it up.

3. And what’s even worse: Uriah carries his own death warrant
back to Joab, never looking at the sealed letter.

C. Bathsheba is also righteous and innocent.

1. First, a woman had no right to refuse a man.



2. Second, she had NO right to refuse a king.

3. Some have argued she was bathing on the roof in hopes of
getting David’s attention.

a. I think it wrong to judge her motives from this distance,
especially since David’s motives are very clear.

b. Since he had all the power to initiate and stop this
incident, David deserves the blame.

c. And the blame is evident through every mention in
Scripture.

1. At no time does God ever excuse David’s sin.
2. When the story is told, David is always guilty.

4, Bathsheba joins the other women mentioned in Jesus’
genealogy in Matthew 2.

a. Women caught up in a sexual scandal.
b. Women who found themselves in desperate situations.

c. Women who chose to be honorable, even when the men
in their lives weren't.

d. Righteousness is not dependent on our situation.

3. Moments of brilliance, followed by moments of abject failure.
A. Here is what saddening me:

1. Up until this point, David is absolutely righteous.

2. 2 Samuel 4-10 shows David as a man of great integrity and
favor.

3. Earlier, when David is mentioned in 1 Samuel, David is the
underdog.

a. He conquers Goliath.

b. He is faithful to the king of Israel, even when the King
repeatedly tries to kill him.



c. David is a worshipper, valiant warrior, and a righteous
man.

B. Yet, David falls hard.
1. David’s fall was not irredeemable.
a. That's an important message.
b. Jesus can and does redeem any situation.

2. So, if you feel as if you are too far gone or too broken, there
is good news.

a. Jesus has great experience redeeming and saving
people like us.

b. Upon that Old, Rugged Cross, Jesus’ blood was shed to
forgive our sins.

c. A familiar phrase: the ground is level at the foot of the
Cross.

3. David’s fall was not inevitable.

a. David was not doomed to fail.

b. David did not have to sleep with her.

c. Because of these realities, forgiven sin still has consequences.

The forgiveness of sins does not always mean that the earthly
consequences are put away.

Here is what happens next to David:

2 Samuel 12:1-14 (CSB)

12 So the LORD sent Nathan to David. (God often uses prophets, truth

tellers, to reveal God’s message to us. Prophets can declare both blessing
and judgment). When he arrived, he said to him:



There were two men in a certain city, one rich and the other poor. 2The
rich man had very large flocks and herds, *but the poor man had nothing
except one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised her, and she
grew up with him and with his children. From his meager food she would
eat, from his cup she would drink, and in his arms she would sleep. She
was like a daughter to him. *Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the
rich man could not bring himself to take one of his own sheep or cattle to
prepare for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the poor
man’s lamb and prepared it for his guest.

5David was infuriated with the man and said to Nathan, “As the LORD
lives, the man who did this deserves to die! ¢Because he has done this thing
and shown no pity, he must pay four lambs for that lamb.”

"Nathan replied to David, “You are the man! (By David’s own words, he
DESERVES TO DIE) This is what the LORD God of Israel says: ‘I anointed you
king over Israel, and I rescued you from Saul. 81 gave your master’s house
to you and your master’s wives into your arms, and I gave you the house of
Israel and Judah, and if that was not enough, I would have given you even
more. *Why then have you despised the LoRD’s command by doing what I
consider evil? You struck down Uriah the Hethite with the sword and took his
wife as your own wife—you murdered him with the Ammonite’s sword. "*Now
therefore, the sword will never leave your house because you despised me
and took the wife of Uriah the Hethite to be your own wife.’

"“This is what the LORD says, ‘I am going to bring disaster on you from
your own family: I will take your wives and give them to another before your
very eyes, and he will sleep with them in broad daylight. 2You acted in
secret, but I will do this before all Israel and in broad daylight.””

3David responded to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”

Then Nathan replied to David, “"And the LorRD has taken away your sin;
you will not die. “*However, because you treated the LORD with such
contempt in this matter, the son born to you will die.”

4. What does this passage teach us about God, sin, and ourselves?

#1. When we don’t do what we are supposed to do, we get in trouble.
A. Simply, David was not where he should have been.



1. The king has an afternoon siesta, followed by a stroll on the roof, which of
necessity involves going backwards and forwards, getting nowhere, a sense
conveyed by the Hebrew verb form?2.

2. David had a job to do.
a. He was meant to be with his army in the field.
b. He was not designed to nap and stroll away his day.

3. Because David was not where he should have been, he saw
what he shouldn’t have seen and did what he shouldn’t have

done.

B. There comes a time when we must take responsibility for our sins.
1. When did David’s sin begin?
2. It began when he shirked the responsibility of being a king.

3. Long before he saw Bathsheba naked, or put himself upon
her, or ordered Uriah’s death, the seeds of sin were planted.

C. Because David let the seeds of sin stay, he reaped the
consequences.

James 1:15-16 (CSB)

5Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, and when sin is fully
grown, it gives birth to death. **Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and

sisters.

1. Maybe he thought, "I deserve this, I'm the king!”
2. Maybe he believed he could handle it.

3. Maybe he didn’t think at all and just reacted.

2 Baldwin, Joyce G. 1988. 1 and 2 Samuel: An Introduction and Commentary. Vol. 8.
Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.
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4. Whatever the case, David sinned against the Lord, Bathsheba,
Uriah, his unborn child, and the future people of his household.

5. My dear friends, some of our temptations could be eliminated
if we would DO WHAT GOD has told us to do.

#2. The season after a great victory can be very dangerous.
A. Moments of brilliance, followed by moments of abject failure.

1. We are often must vulnerable after a great victory.
2. David was wonderfully successful until this point.

3. But a moment or two of letting his guard down, and his life
was never the same.

B. The Word I have for some in this room today, is now is not the time
or the season to let your guard down!

1. If you find yourself in a new season, a transition season, a
retirement season, a slower season, PLEASE don't let your guard
down.

2. Your battle may look different, but it is still there.
C. David felt safe at his palace.

1. Years of battles, and running, and fighting led him to a
moment of peace.

a. He had earned the right not to be in the field.
b. He had earned the chance to take it slower.
c. He deserved to sleep in a bed instead of a tent.

2. Yet, David wasn't safe.



a. One writer says, “The power that brought David down
was not an external enemy. King David was not safe from
himself.”3

b. I implore you to stay vigilant.
3. After a big win, a breakthrough, or a miracle, brace yourself.

a. I know this sounds kind of like Murphy’s law or Charlie
Brown-esque:

b. But many of our greatest temptations don’t happen
during the trial, but afterward, when we are celebrating or
spent from the season.

c. The temptation comes when we’ve taken off the armor,
let down our guard, when we are looking for a more
comfortable place.

#3. Your sin will find you out.

A. At times, it would be helpful if God would send a prophet to knock
on our door.

1. Nathan was not a random guy.

2. He was a well-known prophet who played several key roles in
David’s life.

3. But in this instance, he wasn’t David’s friend but God'’s
prophet.

4. And this prophet told David the way it was, and David heeded
the message.

B. A prophet won’t always call out our sins, but the Holy Spirit will.

1. We need not wait for the voice of a prophet because the Holy
Spirit will convict us of sin.

3 Woodhouse, John. 2015. 2 Samuel: Your Kingdom Come. Edited by R. Kent Hughes. Preaching the
Word. Wheaton, IL: Crossway.
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2. It may be an inner nervousness.
3. It may be a sense of remorse you feel.

4. It may be a message from a pastor or friend, a book, and
especially the Bible.

a. We often stop reading the Bible and going to church
when we are living in sin.

b. Because we want to avoid conviction.
5. When we feel conviction, we must make a choice:
a. We either repent and change.
b. Or we reject God and continue in sin.
c. Continuing in our sin is a very dangerous proposition.
#4. Forgiven sin still has earthly consequences.
A. I didn't read you the last of the story, but the baby dies.

1. Part of that reason is that this child could not have been the
heir to the kingdom because it would have been a levirate child.

2. Levirate marriage comes up a few times:

a. When a man dies, leaving no heir, then a brother or
even a king could marry the person and father a son.

b. But the son would be honoring the legacy of the
deceased man.

3. This theme came up in the stories of Judah and Tamar and
Ruth and Boaz.

4. But if this child had become king, it would not have been
David’s or have led into Jesus’ genealogy.

B. David’s family suffers from this point forward.

1. We read about how God curses David’s family.



a. Years later, David has a son named Absalom who rebels
and overthrows the kingdom for a short time.

b. This son sleeps with David’s wives and concubines in
front of everyone, possibly on the same roof where David
slept with Bathsheba the first time.

c. David’s sons murder their brothers.
d. David’s family, after this, is forever a mess.

2. We cannot treat sin and forgiveness as if there are no
consequences to our actions and sins.

a. God’s forgiveness does not release us from
responsibility.

b. ?*David responded to Nathan, “I have sinned against the
LORD."”
Then Nathan replied to David, “"And the LoRD has taken
away your sin; you will not die. *However, because you
treated the LORD with such contempt in this matter, the
son born to you will die.”
C. I mention this not to depress us but to remind us of the terrible cost
of sin.

1. Sin is a big deal.
2. When we sin, we hurt others.

3. Some of us in this room are paying the price for the sins and
decisions of others.

4. In light of this, what do we do?

#5. We must remember that God is more merciful than we can imagine.
A. God’s mercy does not mean that sin is no longer a big deal.

1. God’s mercy means that the death of Jesus has paid the price
for that sin.

2. How costly was your sin?



3. It cost Jesus his very blood and flesh.

a. In fact, Jesus, the Son of David, gave His life to redeem
us.

b. The first David was steeped in sin, the Second David is
absolutely pure and holy.

4. Sin is so serious that a future Son of David would die to
redeem us all.

B. Even though sin still has consequences, it is better to face the
earthly consequences with God’s grace and mercy than without.

1. Many of us are trying to carry the weight of our own sin.
2. But that burden will destroy you.

3. Even though David experienced tragedy and pain from his sin,
he also experienced the presence and power of God in and
through his life.

a. His failure was not final because He repented and
returned to God.

b. That could be your story!

C. When you start your Bible reading plan, and on Day 1 and 2 when
you are reading the boring genealogies in Matthew 2, remember this:

1. Not one of them was perfect.
2. Jesus came to redeem them all.

3. When I read the names, I'm reminded just how great and
marvelous the grace and mercy of God are.

Prayer: Today is a time for Repentance.






